Objection to the Proposed Artificial Fields at the Martha's Vineyard Regional High
School in Oak Bluffs
George Crawford <gc@cda-mv.com>

Wed 1/13/2021 3 05 PM
To: Oak Bluffs Planning Board <planningboard@oakbluffsma.gov>
Dear Oak Bluﬀs Planning Board Members:

I am against the installa on of the proposed plas c or any ar ﬁcial playing ﬁelds at the Regional High
School.
My objec on to the installa on of the ar ﬁcial playing ﬁelds is based on the poten al release of PFAS and
other poten ally harmful micro-contaminants and chemicals into the Island’s aquifer, even if monitored, any
detec on of contaminants is too late; the degrada on to the environment at large by elimina ng a source of
carbon sequestra on, albeit small; the inability of the ar ﬁcial playing ﬁeld industry to demonstrate safe
and eﬀec ve recycling programs of their products, and on the grounds of the cost and ethical issues - if the
ﬁelds are installed, the expense of their removal at the end of their life and moving them oﬀ-island, making
them another communi es environmental problem.
Environmental and health issues aside, the ques on we should be asking is why are these ﬁelds needed at
all by a small regional high school? The cost of installing and maintaining ar ﬁcial ﬁelds is out of scale to
their intended purpose and use of our Regional High School. Natural grass ﬁelds are more in scale and in
keeping with the size and purposed of the Regional High School and the intended purpose of any public high
school athle c program. The cost of installing and maintaining these ar ﬁcial ﬁelds would be be er u lized
upgrading and properly maintaining the exis ng grass ﬁelds. There is also the considera on that the
expense of installing these ar ﬁcial ﬁelds would be be er u lized in upgrading and maintaining, or
replacing, the exis ng high school building which is badly in need of maintenance at best, or replacing a
dangerous, failed building jeopardizing the health and safety of our high school students, staﬀ, and teachers,
at worst.
Thank you for considering my objec ons and perspec ves on the installa on of ar ﬁcial playing ﬁelds at the
high school.
Sincerely,
George Crawford
Oak Bluﬀs Resident

