Dear Members of the Planning Board:

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am a registered nurse, professor emeritus from Central Connecticut State University, past Chair of Nursing at the University of Hartford. I am founding member of the Coalition for a Safe and Healthy Connecticut (CSHC), and a founding member of the National Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments (ANHE). I serve on the steering committee and the policy and advocacy committee of ANHE. 

I have been involved in issues related to environmental health for many years off-Island, as I lived in a town in Connecticut designated a Superfund site. However, I have very strong ties to the Vineyard and I am now a permanent resident of Oak Bluffs.  

I believe the issue I am writing about is a huge “Public Health Issue.”
It is not only dangerous to the health of our children, it is also a threat to our water, as we live on an Island and the toxins will become part of our eco-system. 

I am concerned because the individuals advocating for the installation of “Synthetic Turf Fields” are referring to them as “safe." When I initially became involved in the movement to stop the use of synthetic turf, we did not have the science readily available that demonstrates the hazards related to utilization. We now have enough science, we know the hazards related to utilization of this toxic product, so we are compelled to act. 

I have heard people say that synthetic turf is a cost-effective choice. However, even if the installation costs are privately funded, the long-term maintenance / replacement / disposal costs are too much for our town and Island to responsibly take on – particularly with the Town’s budget crunch and the regional funding impasse. Further, now that we know these fields bring a huge concussion risk and contain toxins including “forever chemicals,” the liability risk is unacceptable.

Another issue which should be vigorously addressed on the Vineyard, is the extent to which chemicals may leach from the fields into the surrounding environment — soil, ponds, and groundwater. The Vineyard has already experienced PFAS contamination in West Tisbury. We know these chemicals have now been found in synthetic turf and we know how hard it is to retroactively address this contamination. 

It is also well documented that plastics release a tremendous amount of greenhouse gas both in their production and increasingly as they break down. As a founding member of the National Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments, I feel it would be wholly irresponsible to install a huge surface that we know emits greenhouse gases. Further, these materials are highly flammable. The Vineyard is at great risk to wildfire (I am helping to organize a speaker on this exact topic next week). To install a flammable surface next to the State Forest could be disastrous. Natural grass can act as a carbon sink and is a natural fire break. 

A decision to utilize toxic, environmentally unfriendly materials on playing fields when we have research evidence that delineates the issues related to the substance would be a violation of the trust consumers give you when you are elected to positions of authority. I urge you to read the latest summary of the research I have included. I also ask you to consider whether or not you want your children and grandchildren exposed to this toxic product. 

We, as educated consumers, need to understand the impetus that is driving the use of synthetic turf in our country. Once we understand the impetus, we should be firm in our rejection of the use of these fields being implemented on our school fields.

The utilization of a carcinogenic product knowingly is egregious behavior and puts our most valued assets, our children and our water supply, in harm’s way. Do not settle for a product that jeopardizes the health of our children as well as the island’s natural resources. Please require that our fields stay grass. 

Mary Jane Mongillo-Williams PhD, RN
Oak Bluffs, MA
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