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Research Librarian, Martha’s Vineyard Museum

The Vineyard has many e S chtimemorate historical events, but only two of them <7 - TS
are statnes. One, at the edge of the State Forest, memorializes the heath hen that the forest — first

set aside as a reserve for the endangered bird — failed to save. The other, standing guard over the

Oak Bluffs ferry wharf, commemorates a Civil War soldier.

This is 2 story about that statue. It’s also — necessarily and inseparably - a story about a man, a
town, and a war. It’s also, again necessarily, a story about people’s memories of that war. This is
a complicated story about an (apparently) simple object, but it’s interesting — and important, -
today more than ever — precisely because it’s complicated.

L The Statue
First things first: It is not a Confederate soldier.

Despite what Gale Huntington — who should have known better — wrote in An Infroduction fo
Martha’s Vinevard back in 1969 . . . despite what passing tour bus operators may proclaim . . .
despite what your houseguests explained at tedious length last weekend . . . it’s a Union soldier.
The belt buckle, the cartridge box, the cap badge, and the uniform buttons are all Federal issue.

The statue is not, therefore, a direct analog of those at the center of recent controversies in
Charlottesville, Raltimare, and Richmond. It was not erected, as so many of them were, as a
marker of white power and an implicit warning to blacks to “know their place” in a society that
refused to acknowledge their humanity. Tt 1s not, as so many Civil War monuments in the South
are, a celebration of a romantic “Lost Cause” or 2 symbol of resistance to the Civil Rights
Movement . . . but it is problematic.

The man depicted in the statue is a member of the Union army, but the man behind it was a
veteran of the Confederate one. . '

IL The Man

. ... Charles Strahan was born in Baltimore — on¢ of five sons of English-immigrant parents — in

CTETEE Rgvember 18407 Maryiand® oras A slave-staté ﬁhefmhﬁsmsﬁﬁfﬁfxéﬁﬁﬂe;dm&fﬁg%}a’vﬁry*“
from freedom, defined its border with Pennsylvania), but unlike its southern neighbor Virginia it

remained in the Union. Southern supporters needed only to cross the border into Virginia to join

the Confederate ranks, and Strahan did so, enlisting in the “Maryland Guards” in 1862.




 histBty; dnd préseticd; whén thE“Boy<ia

o Gk Betame Comipaty B of the 21% Virginia reginetit- ana wére duly e
that the South calied Seven Pines and the North called Fair Oaks. Private Strahan was wounded,
and after his convalescence returned to the war with a lieutenant’s commission and an
assignment as aide-de-camp to General Tsaac Trimble, serving under him at Gettysburg and -
emerging unscathed (unlike Trimble, whe lost a leg). o

“ooSHaRER finisked out'the war, married; and moved to New Orleans, where isshsgames-coffee-oe
merchant . .. but health problems led him to retire, and move north, in 1884. Everything about
the move is shrouded in mystery: Why the North? Why the Vineyard? Why Cottage City (as Oak
Bluffs was then known)? We don’t know . . . all we know is that he came. -

Came, and, the following year, bought the Cottage City Star, a four-page weekly broadsheet that
had been established, in 1879, as the town’s first year-round newspaper. Strahan transformed it
from an Oak Bluffs paper to an Island-wide one and renamed the Martha’s Vineyard Herald —a .-
competitor to the already venerable Gazetfe that lasted into the 1920s. The Herald becamne, in
time, both the impetus and the vehicle for Strahan’s campaign to erect a Civil War statue.

1. The Campaign

The campaign began with a highly public snub. It was 1887, three years after Strahan had
moved to Cottage City, and the Herald ran an announcement for a Memorial Dray celebration.
The reaction was immediate; Former Union soldiers made it known that, if a “‘former rebel” was
going to be involved, they wanted no part of the event. ' IR

Strahan, not wanting to alienate his fellow citizens, stayed away . .. but he sent a reporter who
covered the event in a long and fulsome story — headlined “The Boys in Blue” — for the next
issue of the Herald. It ran alongside a letter from a Union veteran named Sidney Hicks, who
called Strahan “a certain long-ago Confederate army officer (now a worthy, law-abiding resident
of our Island city).” Citing the tale of a Union corporal (not from the Island) who had lost both
feet in the war, yet proclaimed forgiveness for his former enemies, Hicks charged the Union
veterans of Oak Bluffs with a meanness of spirit.

Four years pass. It is now 1891, and Cottage City is at the peak of its Victorian splendor: a.
wonderland of elaborate cottages and towering resort hotels. The biggest of them, the four-story
Sea View, towers over the steamer wharf, an immense roller rink stands across the street; the
Flying Horses are settled into their new home at the foot of Circuit Avenue; bathers flock to the
bath houses aloag the waterfront, and “wheelmen” whistle over recently paved roads on the new
“safety” bicycles that have begun to replace high-wheeled “ordinaries.” .

Cottage City is, however, still raw and new, Little more than a decade old, it lacks a sense of
" B Ted Ha 16 War Coltase-City was stilf ari - 74
outpost of Edgartown, Independence would not come until fifieen years after Appomattox. A -
monument, prominently placed, would lend the town gravitas, and Strahan decides to give it one.
Tt will, he announces in the Herald that spring, honor the Grand Army of the Republic, and the
proceeds of every new Herald subscription sold that summer will go to fund it, A subscription




L yas $2°Tor the y year “Thé mbnmnéﬁffcesvﬁg - WhEH fie campaigh ch $500 short, Sthan R Rk
made up the difference out of hlS own pocket. ' ‘

IV. The Organization
Let’s pause here, just for a moment, lest one of the stranger elements in the story slip by
unnoticed: Most war memorials are erected by organizations to honor individuals . . . either

specific (Robert E. Lee) or generic (Union soldiers). This one was erected by an individual
(Strahan) to honor an organization (the GAR). '

This is more than semantics: All three of the plaques around the base of the memorial when it
was erected explicitly reference the GAR. The first, at the time of the statue’s unveiling, read: .
"“Erected in Honor of the Grand Army of the Republic.” The second named the local Cottage
City branch of the organization—Henry Clay Wade Post GAR No. 201—and the third, the
cryptic initials “F C & L,” referred to the three gmding prmc1ples of the GAR: Fratermty
Chanty & Loyalty.

Why?

- Nationally, the GAR was the premier Umon Army veterans’ organization. It was, in 1891, at the
height of its power and influence: 400,000 members strong. Voting as 2 bloc, its members

" helped to elect five Republican presidents, from Grant to McKinley, and lobbied Congress to
push through legislation guaranteeing financial support to any Union veteran with a medical
dlsabﬂlty——regardless of whether it was related to military service. Given that their constituents
were then men in middle age, the GAR thus achieved what amounted to universal, government

- funded health care for its members.

More to the point, from Strahan’ s perspective, Union veterans whose status as Union veterans
was central to their identity—the kind who’d publicly declare that they wouldn’t atiend a
Memorial Day celebration if their ex-Confederate neighbor was going to be there--—-were
virtually guaranteed to be members of their local chapter. Dedicating the statue to the GAR was
Strahan’s way of speaking directly to them, and the words he spoke revealed a deep, almost
desperate need for acceptance. '

- V The Sentiment

- e ne10 ot Bpra. 52,000 statue inhonor of; those whe’ d:snubbed you is. cafe‘ﬁhm& o nel dhe it Sransedy
attention, and Strahan’s gesture did just that. He was invited, by the head of the Cottage City

chapter of the GAR, not just to attend the 1891 Memonal Day observances, but to be the

featured speaker.
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‘Hisspeech; a“plea for the-reconciliation he craved, began with his personal experience: “The- 1

mists of prejudice which have hung like a cloud over me, in this, my adopted home, are fast
disappearing under the warm sunlight of your affectionate and brotherly hearts.” It continued
with Strahan’s hope that such feelings would become universal, and the gap between North and
South closed. “It would be to me a higher honor than to be President,” he proclaimed, “if I could
be the man to throw the last shovelful of earth over the bloody chasm.”

Three months later, at the statue’s dedication in August 1891, he struck a similar note: “We are
once more a union of Americans; a union which endears with equal honor the citizen of Georgia
with the citizen of Maine; that Massachusetts and South Carolina are again brothers; and that
there is no North nor South, no East nor West, but one undivided, indivisible Union.”

A few weeks after that, he expressed himself a final time. Noting in a Herald editonal that the
tablet on the fourth side of the pedestal was blank, he declared his hope that someday, “when the
passions of war are lost in forgetfulness,” the dwindling ranks of Union veterans might inscribe
on it “a token of respect to their old foes in the field.”

Strahan was not alone: Similar sentiments were being expressed by Union and Confederate
veterans alike, and — as the 19C gave way to the 20C — they were dramatized in ceremonies of
public reconciliation. The most grandiose took place at Gettysburg in July 1913, on the 50th
anniversary of the battle: Old soldiers, some in blue and others in gray, shaking hands and
declaring that the war was over at last.

VL The Response

The problem with this high-minded sentiment was that—even if the war was over—the tensions
that had caused it (and sundered the country for a generation prior to its outbreak) had not eased.

The states that seceded to form the Confederacy in 1861 did so — as their leaders repeatedly and
explicitly stated at the time — to protect their right to practice chattel slavery and, by extension,
their citizens’ right engage in state-sanctioned murder, rape, kidnapping and terrorism directed at
members of a purportedly “inferior” race. The war crushed the Southern rebellion, and was
slavery abolished by the Thirteenth Amendment, but sharecropping became slavery in all but
name, the tools of racial subjugation remained in vigorous and widespread use, and the
loathsome ideology that justified them continued to flourish.

The decades bracketing 1900, during which Union and Confederate veterans staged their well-
intentioned ceremonies of reconciliation, brought Jim Crow laws and “sundown towns,” the
rebirth of the Ku Kluz¥lan and the Supremic: Goirt is'affismation-of the “separate but' equal™
doctrine in Plessy v. Ferguson. They also brought a wave of weepy Southern nostalgia for the
Confederacy’s noble, doomed “Lost Cause™ . . . and scores of statues commemorating its
champions, like Stonewall Jackson and Robert E. Lee, erected to celebrate white rule and
intimidate any blacks who might challenge it.




s £ e TR Changes made to the Oak-Blufsmieny s 925 vulfilling the wish Strahian had - - 3 “ SRS R
expressed more than 30 years earlier, were of a piece with those ceremonies, and—in

retrospect—as problematic in their erasure of the politics of race and slavery from the public

memory of the war: . o

The first plaque was altered to read “Erected in Honor of the Grand Army of the Republic by

- Charles Strahan, Co. B, 21st Virginia Regt.”, and.a fourth:was-added: “The Chasm is Closed,™ it
began, deliberately echoing the language from Strahan’s Memorial Day address. “In memory of
the restored Union this tablet is dedicated by Union veterans of the Civil War and patriotic
citizens of Martha’s Vineyard in honor of the Confederate soldiers.”

“Love your enemies” is a sentiment with a long and noble pedigree . . . but so, in the midst of an
unfimshed struggle for the soul of a nation, is “too soon.” :

VII. Memorials and Memory

Charles Strahan died in March 1931, aged 91. Harry Castello, the last Union Army veteran on
the Island, outlasted him by only a few years. We are left with the monument . . . and gquestions.

» Can arepresentational statue, raised in a public space, carry a message other than one of
officially sanctioned celebration? (The three soldiers added, by Congressional fiat, to the
Vietnam Memorial surely are celebratory . . . but is the bronze heath hen in the State
Forest a celebration of anything but the idea that we must do better?)

¢ Can honor paid to Confederate soldiers be separated from honor paid to the cause they
served? (We do not praise the martial skill of Santa Ana at the Alamo or Yamamoto at
Pearl Harbor, but on Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day we honor the American soldiers
of just and unjust wars with equal reverence.) :

¢ (Canthe moment when it is no longer “too soon,” and reconciliation becomes imaginable,
be established by declaring it so? (Ask the question in West Belfast, but also in Miami’s
Little Havana. Put it to Nelson Mandela, but also to Elie Wiesel, and perhaps Simon
Wiesenthal ) :

These are not the kind of questions that have once-and-for-all answers. Like all the -questions that
matter most, they have answers that change as we change, and that we are thus destined to
revisit, again and again . . . seeing them anew each time, and noticing things that we hadn’t
noticed before.

“The past is not dead,” wrote William Faulkner (who, as a man living in Missi

S
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That, T submit, is the best of all reasons to keep talking about it

ippiinthefirst




Civil War

Dedication Ceremonies

by Vineyard Gazette Friday, August 14, 1891 - 10:18am

As we go to press the exercises attending the 4 —
dedication of the Soldiers’ Memorial at ' DEDIGATN" GEHEMUME&

Cottage City are in full progress. The fine As we ress the exercises, at-

weather, accompanied by a cool breeze from tendxn the d edication of the S 01 jers’
the northward, together with the noble aim of Memgnal at Oontage City are in-full
the events of the day, has brought together the progress. The fine weu.ther, AOCOM~

; ‘panied by a cool breeze from the-
largest body of people Cottage City has seen 'nor tthﬂ.l’ d together Wlth 1;}1 hl‘e‘? J

for years. aim of the events of the: dﬁy

brought together the largest. bod. f
At 1 o’clock the several posts assembled at 'peopfe Oottage Glty has Eg‘ééﬁ‘jfgr

Grand Army Hall, Lake avenue. The line yealrs,
formed for parade on Siloam and Kedron avenues, right resting on Lake avenue, in the following ordet:

Platoon of Police.
Marshal and Aids.

Hill’s Band, Ned Bedford City Guards as Escort.
Battalion of Veteran Soldiers and Sailors.
Detachment Post 2, South Boston.

Post 3, Taunton.

Post 6, Holliston.

Band.

Post 55, Provincetown.,

Post 78, Whitman.

Post 91, Foxboro.

Post 132, Sandwhich.

Post 192, North Attleboro.

Post 203, Bourne.

Post 206, Falmouth.

Fitchburg Band.

Post 201, Cottage City.

Carriages for Disabled Veterans, Speakers and Distinguished Guests.

At about 2 p.m. the procession started, with Maj. Wm. Brodhead as chief marshal; Wm. H. Dutcher, chief
of staff; Chas. M. Stafford, aid; F. S. Amidon, drum major. The column moved over the following route,
amid cheers all along the line:

Through Commonwealth and Pawtucket Aves., around Trinity Park to Siloam avenue, through Siloam
avenue to Lake, up Lake, Circuit and Narragansett avenues to Sea View avenue, down Sea View avenue to
Oak Bluff, up Oak Bluff to the Memorial. Many cottages and business places all over the town are
handsomely decorated.




Programme at Monument

Unveiling of statue by Clara Louise Strahan.
Music by Fitchburg band.

Presentation of Memorial by Charles Strahan.
Dedication, ritual of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Address by Gen. Eoratio C. King.

Music by Fitchburg band.

Remarks by Bishop Andrews.
Benediction.

After breaking ranks the veterans will gather at the Casino for lunch, and a campfire will be held in the
evening.
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Civil War

Confederate Soldier Honors the Blue

by Vineyard Gazette Friday, June 5, 1925 - 4:24pm

Last Saturday at Edgartown marked the beginning of a new paragraphina PRp————

RONDRR . DR .
chapter of Vineyard history which was begun 30 years ago. At the close of the _tam .&..._a.".:__:;:' Esgmito

public exercises, patriotic orders including the G. A. R., W, R. C. and the Juiaicry waich was epes 30, peass
American Legion met in the town hall for refreshmenits and friendly discussion. (fe ot b x & i e
- 1!

Alstanalon, )

Tiaxing [y mesdlig ctientisn was
eniled by . Wire. Georfr Eiuridgy of,
ibe Woman's Rellef Corps of

During this meeting attention was called by Mrs. George Eldridge of the Drate bt e e o =
Woman’s Relief Corps of Oak Bluffs to the fact that the Soldiers’ Monument at 5-?4::? ﬁﬁ"ﬁ: :Z
Oak Bluffs was acquired and presented to the Henry Clay Wade Post by a Bl iy gt i
Confederate scldier. Few young people know this or that this soldier is still miaht be pliced :f"ﬁtﬂm‘:
living, and in his presentation speech 30 vears ago he stated that it was his hope '

that “the day might soon come when ihe name of a Confederate soldier might be placed on a face of the

monument which he had lef blank for that purpose.”

The donor, Charles Strahan, who was a lieutenant in the regular army of the Confederacy during the
Civil War, was at that time the editor of the Martha’s Vineyard Herald. Being a close friend of Henry W.
Coye, Post Commander of the G. A. R. in Oak Bluffs, the two held many consultations on the best
methods of bringing about a feeling of good will between the people of the north and south. Lecturers
had been sent south to carry a message of friendship, but at that time there was no southerner located in
this section other than My, Strahan.

It seemed to him, therefore, to be his duty to do Whatevez_' lay in his power toward cementing the breach
the war had made in the relations of the two sections of the country, and which still refused to heal.
Through ‘his paper he gave notice that all money received for subscriptions would be devoted to erecting
a soldiers’ monument, to be presented to the Henry Clay Wade Post.

The response was overwhelming, and in August, 189[1], Mr. Strahan’s five year old daughter unveiled the
noble monument which stands in the public square at Oak Bluffs today. Mr. Strahan, himself, gave an
address which merits a place in our courntry’s history.

Such was the story of the monument as told by Mrs. Eldridge last Saturday, and at its close, when the
question was put as to whether the name of a Confederate soldier should be placed on the shaft, the vote
was unanimously in favor of its being done. A committee is to be appointed to attend to this work, and
there is little doubt but that the name of Liet. Charles Strahan, C. 8. A., will be placed on the monument
in the near future_, if the proud old gentleman will given his consent.

s
P

Address at Dedication of the Monument

https://vineyardgazette.com/news/1925/06/05/confederate-soldier-honors-blue 3/26/2019
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The Civil War Morﬁxmeht
And the Soldier Behind It

by JUDITH SHIVELY «
N HOT summer nights my parefits would pack us
in the car for a ride to cool off rom the heavy
Kentucky heat. For me, the treat came from lighted
windows. Catching glimpses of others' lives; | would wonder
what life was like in there. Years have passed, yet I'm arill
fascinated by lighted windows that provide a fleeting look

into other lives, .
The Civil War monument in Oak Blllffgq'f‘}epresents sucha =
window to me. When I first sow it, I vﬁgs surprised. A"
Confederate soldier, a "boy in gray," standing as a Civil War -
memorial in Yankee land! 2
A tourist gulde I picked up on the ferryé%xplained:
Civil War Memorial Statue (1892), gift of Ch;’féles Strahan, wha
served under Roberc E. Lee and was editor of the now defunct
Martha's Vieyard Herald which was printed In Ouk Bluffs. In
1980, the 1own repainted the statue with life-like colors.' :
That brief paragraph was a lighted wifidow, 1 wanted to
look into it to learn more. 1 visited the Hiétorical Society to -
fnquire and the helpful librarian produced: a large envelope
about the statue and about Charles Strahan, the man
behind it. s .
Newspaper clippings and other itemé. in the envelope
revealed the story of a southiern gentlemaniwho lived on the -
Vineyard for many years, dying there iﬁ§%1931. 1 began to
bond with this man, who was dedicated to mending the

. i
The guide has the date wrong, the stnie was erected in 1899, Tt doesn't mendon thar . -

i H|
udding "life-like colors" included making the uniform gray, The original srarue was

unpainted, : ¥
N

"
]

X § ¥

JUDITIE SHIVELY lives In Harwinron, Connctiour, and is lagflunge arts consullant in the
Tu:ringrc.m public schoals, Previously, she tought ar the univershy levd), Pase praslident of the
COI’IT‘IB-’.‘I"ICI.I[ Reading Assoclation, she hns depgrees from Vairderbily, the University of
Connecticur and Northeastern University, Her Vineyard interésr goes‘ back n mtmbz of

years, having atended Summer Workshups in Wriking here since 1988,
T
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wounds of a war that had torn our nation apart. That
mending, he was convinced, could begin with him. As he
said in an address to Civil War veterans in 1891;
If aught | may say today could assuage or blot our the lingering
. prejudices engendered.by the war, 1 would be more r.hap repatd.
. Tt would be to me a higher honor than to be President if 1 could
" be the man to throw the last shovelful of earth over the bloody
chasm... .
1 was impressed with his dedication and commitm::fut. My
,Cti.riosity led me to-look more closely into that lighted
Charles Strahan was born in Baltimore, November 10,
1840,' one of five boys. His father, Ebenezer, and his mother,
Sarah, had come from England.? In 1862, n year after the
Civil War began, Fie enlisted in the Maryland Guards at
Richmond, Virginia?{;Maryland, a slave state, did not secede
from the Union. Apparently Southern supporters, like
Strahan, went to Vi;iﬂginia to sign up. His onit, known as .the
Maryiand Guards, szcame Company B of the 21st Virginia
yiment,
RﬁPbrivate Strahan, ':dressed in gray," was wounded in the
battle of Seven Pines (called Fair Oaks by northerners)
during his first year of service. "l carry the mark of a Federal.
buller on my body," he told those attending the Veterans
Camp-Fire of the Grand Army of the Republic in 1891,
After recovering from his wound, he was reassigned gnd
commissioned a lieutenant, in which grade he served as aide-
de-camp to Gen. Isaac Trimble, taking part in the Battle of
rg.
G‘j‘:tftsel;utﬁe war ended, he went into business in New
Orleans as a coffee importer until ill health forced an em.'ly
vetirement in 1884 at 44 years of age. He and his family
rmoved to Martha's Vineyard. It isn't known why hejchose
this 1sland after having lived all his life in the southl. The
change in climate obviously agreed with him as he lived on

T Radural Census of 1850, . . . _
’l:k: hondreds more, he may have vacationed in Cotinge Ciry and derided w wtire there.
Oy, he might bave heard thay the newspaper was fur sale nnd that brought him here, Both

suggystons ore purely specularive,
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el '
the Vineyard longer than any place else, %ying at the age of
01. 5 ‘

I

He was twice married. His first wife sas from Virginia.
His second wife, Emma Sheldon, was frof Troy, New York.
They had four children: Robert, Charles,Jennie and Louise.
Only the daughters became life-long resid:%rfxts of the Island.

It was very shortly after moving here that Strahan bought
the Cottage City Star,.a weekly newspaper, the first in
Cottage City to publish all year.' He intendled it to be an al}-

Island paper and changed the name to:Martha's Vineyard
Hevald. ‘

Under his editing, the paper prospered: It became, in fact,
a better newspaper than the Iong-cstf{blished‘ Vineyard -
Gazette. But despite his success, all was ngt comfortable for «
him. Memorles of the Civil War remained and some
residents resented the fact that he hgd served in the
Confederate army. In 1887, three years after he moved here, -
he ran an announcement of a proposéd Memorial Day -
celebration in Cottage City. Some Civil War veterans -
objected loud and long. If "former rebel"_%Strahan took part
in the celebration, they would not. Strahgh, not eager to stir
up trouble, did not attend, 3{

He sent a reporter to cover the event and published a long
and flattering account headlined, "Tlf;-'e Boys in Blue."
Probably his associate editor, Rev. C.P. Sheldon (who had -
been editor of the old Star), was the repbii'-,ter. But there was:
another item, shorter and less pleasa-%’ilt in an adjacent’
column. 1t was a letter from Sidney S, Hicks, himself a Civil
War veteran, Its headline read: "Why | l?)id Not Turn Qut,”
words obviously written by Editor Strahé_f;. The Hicks letter
tells of a Union corporal who had lost tifbth feet in the war.
and vet bore no hatred of the Confederages. He is quoted as
saying: "I belong to that class that can K6ld forth the hand
to the man who fired the gun that didtme harm." Surely,
Hicks wrote, if that wounded man could Lférgive ‘

It strikes me that some of our socalled Grind Army men ()

A Cottmge City had various newspapers befors this, bue all

published only in the summer,
some only during Camp Meetings. B : t




who cefminly have f\‘u visible scars 1o parade, exhibited bur a
- meager part of the Nzave corpotal's praiseworthy magnamirity
when they threniened to leave the ranks if a cerain longago
Yo Confederate officer fiow a worthy, law-abiding resident of our

Island city) was invited or presumed to participate in the

. soldiers’ memarial service.” . _

HFour years after this unpleasantness, Editor. Strahan
aivnounced that his newspaper would begin a campaign to
raise money for a monument honoring the Grand Army of

“the Republic. All money that the paper received for new
subscriptions "this season will be turned over to the

purchase fund for the monument." Subscriptions were $2 a
year, . ‘ :

: Members of the Grand Army of the Republic post in
Cottage Ciry unanimously approved “the generous offer of
our local paper, the Martha's Vineyard Herald, to erect a
Soldiers' Memorial in Cottage City." Strahan became a
friend of Henry W.Coye, commander of that newly formed
Henry Clay Wade Post, who invited him to speak at its first

Veterans' Camp-Fire on Memorial Day, 1891, The grip of .

prejudice was beginning to loosen.
- Commander Coye introduced the speaker at the events Ladies
"V and Gentlemen, we have with us roday an ex-Confederate -
© soldier, one who wore the gray, He has made his home and cast
~ his lot with us; has:broven his loyalty to Martha's Vineyard, and
‘ especially his loyaltp to our Post, to which every member can
5 restify. 1 have theipleasure of introducing my friend, Mr.
.t Charles Strahan, i;.";f'
. After a few customary sentences of praise for the food and
the "hospitable ladigs" who prepared it, Strahan got down to
‘Substance: - i}
% Let me express iy Appreciation of the kindness by which 1 am
#f permiteed to speak 1o you as an ex-Confederate soldier, and 1
B hep the Rullest faldh from you 63 helleve thar what T urter is from
the henrt of a Southron Isic) embued with the highest patriotism
and who speaks as an American. . . . The mists of prejudice
i which have hung like a cloud over me, in this, my adopted
' home, are fasr disuppearing under dhe warm sunlight of vour
affectionate and brotherly hearts. . - My thoughts go back thirty

an -

5 Munhit's Vineyard Herald, June 2,1887. The guestion niark sfier "Cirand Army men” was
* I the published lefrer: What' was Insinvated is uncerain,

p=13

William Conklin Postcerd Collection. DCHS.
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i (f,:he spigot at the rear trough.
years when, dressed In gray, | stood as your focfl do not belleve
you expect me w stand here today confessingf-;%ﬁyself a criminal
and acknowledge 1 was then wrong. 1 should lede my selfrespect
and not gain yours If | wete to say aught o dim the glory that
belongs to the Confederate soldier, ; . If aughtl may say today
could assuage or blot out the lingering prejudiced engendered by
the war, I would be more than repaid. [t would be to me a
higher honer than to be President If 1 could' be the man to
throw the last shovelful of earth over the bloody g:hésm. .

It was an eloquent address, describing his personal experi-
ences, telling of how opposing soldiers would walk
unbarmed across the lines during a lull in’ the bartle, Union
men exchanging "coffee wrapped in thé] latest New York
Tribune, for plugs of [Confederate] tobaccs wrapped in the
Richmond Despatch, . . .our greeting wasf;“}j—low d'ye, Yank,'
[theirs was} 'Hello, Johnny.' We weke for the time
Americans, brothers and friends, as we are today." He
described the generosity of the North in‘rz‘@ictory, of Grant
‘giving the Confederates their horses and mules to enable
them to make a crop.”

He, a Southerner, would say nothing ;‘Tgo dim the glory
that belongs to the Confederate soldier" {;imd he reminded.
his audience that three of the patlbearers'gt Grant's funeral
had been former Confederate generals, the-other three were

M
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Unmn generals. He pleaded, as mentioned above, for a
simnhr understandmg among Vineyarders.
"A New South was rising from the ashes, he said, and
v1vldly described how nature was covering the scars of war
on the battlefields with new growth. "Let us imitate nature
ancl cover its horrots:" he pleaded. "There does not exist a
man In the South today that does not, with me, thank God
that human slavery i§ forever abolished.”

- It was powerful. The men in blue were moved, so moved
that at their next mcen:ing they voted to send a Lettﬁr to the

Edltor.
At the regular mm,rir;g of Henry Clay Wade Post 201 GAR at

: "‘1- Grand Army hall, Potmge City, June 4th, 1891, it was unani-

“ mously voted to regzlest you [the Editor] to publish the speech

" of Mr, Charles Smahan. delivered at the campdire of the Poston-
Memorial Day at Vmeyard Haven. [Slgnedl Geo. W. Mason,

Adjutant
 When he published the letter, Editor Serahan noted
15;: In compliance with the above, we publish the speech on the
first page of woday's Herald. - {Ed.]

+ Strahan may have felt it would have been lmmodest for
gum to publish his address without a request. Whether the
Jettes had been proposed to his friend Coye or not, we don't
know. But the entire speech was printed, running three full
fcolumns on the front page. Its headline: "An Ex-
tonfederate s Speech."
~ In the same issue, Strahan printed the regular report on
'the fund-raising campaign for the monument, now nearly
Fwo months old. The total raised was almost $700 of the
$2000 needed. In gvery issue, Strahan would insert at

‘intervals within the news columns pleas such as:

) : TWO DOLLARS GIVEN TO THE SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL

*"  SECVURES THE: MARTHA'S VINEYARD HERALD FOR

i+ ONE YEAR. 'TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS SECURES ONE
HUNDRED CDPIES FOR ONE YEAR.

* And another: j'”
HAVE YOU SUBSCR!BED FOR THE SOLDIERS'

MEMORIAL FOL}NTAIN’ IF 50, SOLICIT SOME ONE
WHO HAS NOT BU T8 WAITING TO BE ASKED,

Gift of Everest Mavhew.

Iith Lake Anthony behind bim, a bronze Union 'wd:‘e; stands af ease.
By mid-summer his campaign had raided $1500 of the

$2000 needed. The balance was contriliited, it must be

assumed, by Strahan. On July 29, 'He was granted' '

permission to erect the monument. i
Permission is hereby given Chas. Sérahan 1o and place an
ernamental fountain and monument, as pmpoggﬂ by him, upon
the junction of Circuit, Lake and Ouk Bluffs Avénues. és located
by the Selectmen of this rown, The expense’ oi' erecting snid
fountain and monument to be paid by him, 8

b “
The base hud four “fountins" shaped like lion's heads. Oneilled a trough for horses,
:

another included a spigar for Fumans and swo lower troughs we:elfor dogs.
X
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Shightly built Charles Strahan, Jormer “onfederate, listens to a tall man in derby intro-
duce him as the man who raised the money for the bronze memorial to Union soldiers.

bronze, that speaks more eloquently than words.

Mark where he stands, the embodiment of parriotism, his
arms at rest, emblem of peace, the symbol of the Grand Army
of the Republic. Not the star-decorated general whose genins
could marshal 100,000 men and lead them victory. Not the
sea-bronzed admiral of a navy, the peer of Nelson on the sea;

In her white dress, Louise Strahon, 3, is helped by Dad as she tugs rope to unveil statue,

Strahan wasted no time. Early in August, most of the
town assembled ar the foot of Circuit Avenue to witness the
dedication of the Soldiers' Memorial, The editor's five.year-
old daughter, Louise, rugged on a cord and the covering

but the private soldier and sailor, through whose patriotism,
through whose sturdy endurance of the sufferings and trials
incident to war, it was made possible 1o preserve this Union »
holy heritage to us and our children forever,

dropped, unveiling' the Island's most impressive statue. That this comes from one who once wore.gray, | trust will

i [ iest s ' add significance © the fact that we are once more a union of
Placed on an island in the village's busiest square, the tall ignificance act that we are once ‘more a union o
i depi Union soldier standing at ease, the Americans; a union which endears with equal honor the citizen
pronze statue depicts a uUnion soldier sranc at ease,

of Georgia with the citizen of Maine; thar M‘-‘:,\ssnclmscns and
South Carolina are again brothers; and that g’itn: 15 no North
nor South, no Bast nor West, but one umi_i{l{ulml, indivisible
Union. Thar, as your fathers and mine staod shoulder to

butt of his rifle resting on the ground. After the unveiling,
on that beautiful summer day, Strahan qukc briefly,
repeating his fervent wish that now, 25 years after the war,

the North and the South could come together, united in shoulder at Valley Forge and Yorktown, and swod by their guns
A ica's cause of freedom: on the decks of the Constinution and Chesapitake, 50 the sons
Merica s caus i B - : A £ |
Saldiers and Sailors of the Grand Army of the Republic, I bring of the (.va \A}’IH stand with the sons of the }{]._u_.‘ should any foe,
you roday a message of peace and fraternity; a message in domestic or foreign, dare arack that flag.
¥
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A 1910 view from Bosion House cupola; statue is visible in front of long white building.

On each of the four sides of the base of the statue was a
tablet. One was inscribed:
Ercered
{n Honor of
The Grand Army
of the Republic
Another;
Henry Clay Wade
Post GSR No. 201
. The third plague, apparently the initials of the foundry,
ad simply: o\
read simply S
“But Editor Strahan had something more to say. It was
something he had lefr unsaid ar the unveiling. It was a
message that doubtless had motivated him to make this
statue o reality. Shortly after the unveiling, he wrote an
editorial describing his heartfelt wish:

It will be remarked thar the rablets on three sides are filled VH'\L!
one left blank. Who knows but that, as the Grand Army of the
Republic becomes iamnller, and the passions of war are !usr in
forgetfulness, thess few remaining veterans may yet |n.~.r1’ih§ on
the blank tablet a wken of respect to their old foes in the field,

who have passed ¢ver to the other side of the river and are
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resting under the trees, thus lifting up add keeping the
American name and nation the briphtest antd most magnan-
imous in the galaxy of narions.'

Hostility is a long time dying. It ok 30 years, bur in
1925 thar blank tabler was filled. Strahan, once a boy in
gray was now an old man, bur he got his wish. Inspired by
Sydna Eldridge, the community decided it was time to re-
dedicate the memorial and it make its sponsor known for all
time, To do so, one of the original mblmiz was changed to

read: =
Erected

In Honor of
The Grand Army of the Republic
I)y
Charles Strahan
Co. B., 21st Virginia Regr.

The fourth tablet, originally blank, wai replaced with a
hew one, memorializing the Confederate Soldiers, Strahan's
"boys in gray." The text drew on the Hditor's figure of
speech: *:

"The Chasm Is Closed" i i
In memory ue '
Of the Restored Union
This Tablet is Dedicated
By Veterans of
Henry Clay Wade Post 201
And Relief Corps
In Honor of the
Confederate Soldiers

Strahan, now 86 and failing, was too infirm to attend, he
said. But the addition of "the Confederate Soldiers" to the
tablet must have pleased him. His dream had been realized.
Sydna Eldridge, who had proposed the changes, wrote
shortly before the re-dedication: "I consider Mr. Strahan's
act one of the finest in all my experience on the Vineyard. . .
Strange as it may seem, that |1891 unveiling) was the last
time he assisted at Memorial Day exercises. . .Our ex-
Confederate soldier. . . who was so greathearted. . . was not

1 : o ; - ;
In February 1897, continuing his campaign 1o sofren the ; wejudice, Editor Strahan

wvil War veteran bringing in 10 new subscribers o round
irip railroad ricker w the National Encampment in Washington, D.C

arnuunced he would give w any C

i




Statue oii\‘r ﬁb.vlcm‘c&: Top. 1910, traffic is light; center, 1920, more traffic plus a movie

theater; potiom, 1915, the dance hall, Dreamiand, a sireet car and new bowling allev.
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- uniform of the North, was turned in

& 5
d
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1k T
honored as he should have been, But%_he time has nowi®
come,"? 3.

3
Charles Strahan died in Vineyard ﬁj‘aven, March‘24,{-’i’,

1931, at the age of 91 vears, 4 months and 14 days. He was; -

buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Nearbyiigraves identify his'.i?;)

> G
wife, Emma, a son, Robert Shelton, andstwo others, Annai;

‘May Strahan and Vida Cozzens Strahan His obituary lists:

as survivors; two sons, Robert and Cha;}es, two daughters,
Jennie and Louise, and two sisters, Mrs. ‘ﬁi‘ince Hogston and
Mrs, Robert Hogston of Athens, Georgialy- o
The Conjfederate Veteran, a newslééj_ter published in .
Tennessee, noted his death, calling hjm 2 "Confederare
veteran who served during the War Betwgen the States with *
Company B, Maryland Guards. . . His soss, Prof, Charles M. .
Strahan, is connected with the University of Georgia," No' -
mention was made of his other childreh;:;. Perhaps, Charles
was mentioned because he had becatme a southerner.

5,

Hostility is a long time dying. T
In 1930, when the automobile began ‘to take over in Oak

Bluffs, the statue was moved from the :s;i;i]uare where it had

stood for 40 years to a plot overlooking Nantucket Sound, -

There, at the head of the Oak Bluffs wharf, it welcomes -
thousands of visitors every summer. . ' :

SR

I is clearly a Union soldier, his unifoﬁn and cap identify”
him, as does the "U.S." visible on his belt buckle and;
cartridge box. 1t is one of many identica} statues erected in’
honor of Union soldiers at the turn of the century (a namé;
on the base, J;W.Fiske, N.Y., may be thegSeulptor's). But this:
one in Oak Bluffs is unique in moresghan its memorial
tablet. In 1980, the town decided to paiht the uniform the’
color of the Confederacy. The soldier, @u]pmred with the.
gﬁ; "a young.boy in’
gray," honoring the Southrons, as Strahad called them”

Lieutenant Charles Strahan of the ,thonfederate Army;”
would be pleased. . ;

8 The Vineyurd Magazine, August 1925, g i,
y o . . L .

Today, his rifle Is nat the originad, which was broken off somfer years ugo. The replacement *
is ner w easring, bt an old rifls *docwred” 1o look like the Dri'{ﬂ:izl. s :

N
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Uniting the Divided s

" A Civil War monument in Qak Bluffs honors both Confederate and
Union soldiers. -

Page 1 of 2

TomDunlop . e e 508-627-7094
' Crganic Gardening
| Lands ign « Construction » Mainta !
. Inits day, it was one of scores of statues exactly like it, selected from a foundry B Londscape Design « Cansfruction « baintenance |

- catalogue. The soldier, a Union infantryman, stands at parade rest, his hands loosely

- holding a Springfield musket, the initials “U,S.” plainly inscribed on his belt buckle
and cartridge sack. Originally the statue stood at the head of Circuit Avenue in Oak

: Bluffs, erected there in the sumumer of 1891 to honor the Grand Army of the Republic, a
fraternal organization of Civil War veterans.

- All plain enough, How then, over the succeeding decades and all across the Vineyard,
- did this statue come to be thought of as a Confederate soldier?

: The story begins with Charles Strahan, born in Baltimore on November 10, 1840, A
Southerner frustrated that his native state had remained in the Union as others
seceded, in 1862 he joined the Maryland Guards, a segment of the Confederate army

- that was later incorporated into the 21st Virginia Regiment. He was wounded bya

" Union buliet early on, but later served at Gettysburg. Strahan was twenty-five miles

. away when General Robert E. Lee surrendered in Appomattox Court House, Virginia

" on April 9, 1865, and he recalled with gratitude the mercy that General Grant had

" shown the Army of Northern Virginia.

* Strahan moved his fém.ily to the Vineyard in 1884 and took over the Cottage City Star,
* an Oak Bluffs newspaper, renaming it the Martha’s Vinevard Herald. Seven years later,
" he offered to erect a monument to the Grand Army of the Republic in his new

. hometown, paying for it with every dollar earned from new subscriptions that year.

. His goal was to help heal the division between North and $outh, and when the $1,500

" raised fell $500 short, he apparently made up the difference out of his own pocket.

. Cast in zinc by J.W. Fiske and Company of New York and standing seven feet tall atop

- a base of cast iron, mounted on Quincy granite, the Soldiers’ Memorial Fountain, as it

- was formally known, was dedicated before a crowd of hundreds on August 13, 1891.

- *That this comes from one who once wore gray,” said Strahan, “I trust will add

. significance to the fact that we are once more a union of Americans, a union which

. endears with equal honor the citizen of Georgia with the citizen of Maine; that
Massachusetts and South Caroclina are again brothers; that there is no North nor
South, no East nor West, but one undivided, indivisible Union.” Through the crucible
of civil war, Strahan had emerged a stronger patriot.

* Inscriptions on three sides honored the Grand Army of the Republic as a whole and its
Island chapter in particular. After the ceremony, Strahan wrote of his hope that the
monument would at last dissipate the “mists of prejudice,” and that veterans of ihe
Union Army might, in turn, offer a tribute to their old foes on the uninscribed side of

: the monument. :

http://www.mvmagazine.com/news/2013/08/01 /uniting-divided

8/7/2018
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It took several decades, but on September 4, 1925, the remaining few members of the

: Vineyard post of the Grand Army of the Republic came through. Strahan was eighty-
six and frail, but able to attend the unveiling of an inscription on the fourth plaque.
“The chasm is closed,'” it read. “In memory of the restored Union this tablet is
dedicated by Union veterans of the Civil War and patriotic citizens of Martha's
Vineyard in honor of the Confederate soldiers.”

. The statue and fountain were moved to their current location across from the Oak
Rluffs ferry terminal in 1930. Over succeeding generations, the soldier lost his rifle,
scabbard, and a hand, and decay began to eat away at the statue and pedestal. In 1974,
while preparing for the American bicentennial, the Oak Bluffs Parks Commission
decided to paint the statue gray to emphasize its tie to the former Confederate soldier.

- Instead, the paint change left behind the Island-wide impression that the statue was a

" representation - however weirdly out of place - of Johnny Reb himself.

- A group of Vineyard volunteers began raising money to restore the memorial in 1998,
The statue was sent to Mark Rabinowitz, a conservator who was then based in
Brooklyn, who removed twenty-two layers of paint, reconstructed the statne with a
new scabbard and rifle cast from authentic pieces owned by the late Bill Nicholson of

- Qak Bluifs, and recast a hand, At a cost of nearly $80,000, most of it privately raised,

~ the Soldiers” Memorial Fountain was rededicated on August 17, 2001,

In 1925, Charles Strahan had stood before an assembly of Islanders to thank the few

: remaining Union Army veterans for finally paying tribute to those who had fought for
the South: “T was the first Confederate soldier to honor the Northern people, and the
people of Martha’s Vineyard are the first to honor the Confederate soldier,” he said. At
the close of his speech, the band played “Dixie,” and it was reported that “a few rebel

. yells were heard among the general applause.” '

* The statue remains the only memorial north of the Mason-Dixon Line to soldiers on
‘ both sides. Charles Strahan died March 24, 1931, at the age of ninety-one. With
members of his family, he is buried in the Oak Grove cemetery in Vineyard Haver.

Sources include the Jibraries of the Martha’s Vineyard Museum and the Vineyard Gazette; David Wilson of
" the Soldiers’ Memorial Fountain Restoration Committee; and Dr. William T, Strahan of Silver Spring,
{ Maryland.

http://www.mvmagazine.com/news/2013/08/01/uniting-divided 8/7/2018
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The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was a fraternal
organization composed of veterans of the Union Army (United States
Army), Union Navy (U.S. Navy), Marines and the U.S. Revenue Cutter
Service who served in the American Civil War. Founded in 1866 in
Springfield, Hlinois, and growing to include hundreds of posts (local
cominunity units) across the nation (predominately in the North, but
also a few in the South and West), it was dissolved in 1956 at the death
of its last member, Albert Woolson (1850—1956) of Duluth, Minnesota.
Linking men through their experience of the war, the G.A.R. became

among the first organized advocacy groups in American politics,

supporting voting rights for black veterans, promoting patriotic
education, helping to make Memorial Day a national holiday, lobbying
the United States Congress to establish regular veterans' pensions, and
supporting Republican political candidates. Its peak membership, at
more than 490,000, was in 1890, a high point of various Civil War
commemorative and monument dedication ceremonies. It was
succeeded by the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCw),
composed of male descendants of Union Army and Union Navy
veterans.
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After the end of American Civil War, various state and local organizations were formed for veterans to network and
maintain connections with each other. Many of the veterans used their shared experiences as a basis for fellowship.
Groups of men began joining together, first for camaraderie and later for political power. Emerging as most
influential among the various organizations during the first post-war years was the Grand Army of the Republic,
founded on April 6, 1866, on the principles of "Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty," in Springfield, Illinois, by Dr.
Benjamin F. Stephenson and the first GAR Post was established in Decatur, Illinois.

The GAR initially grew and prospered as a de facto political arm of the
Republican Party during the heated political contests of the
Reconstruction Era. The commemoration of Union Army and Navy

veterans, black and white, immediately became entwined with partisan
politics. The GAR promoted voting rights for Negro veterans, as many
white veterans recognized their demonstrated patriotism and sacrifices,
providing one of the first racially integrated social/fraternal

organizations in America. Black veterans, who enthusiastically .
embraced the message of equality, shunned black veterans' QOriginal G.A.R. Uniform Hat Badge
organizations in preference for racially inclusive and integrated groups.  from Post No. 146, "RG Shaw Post",
But when the Republican Party's commitment to reform in the South established by surviving members ‘_Df
gradually decreased, the GAR's mission became ill-defined and the the 54th Massachusetts Reglme'_.'t_m
ization floundered. The GAR al di din th ) 1871. In the R. Andre Stevens Civil
organization floundered. The most disappeared in the early War Collection.
1870s, and many state-centered divisions, named "departments”, and

local posts ceased to exist.!

In his General Order No. 11, dated May 5, 1868, first GAR Commander-in-Chief, General John A. Logan declared
May 30 to be Memorial Day (also referred to for many years as "Decoration Day"), calling upon the GAR
membership to make the May 30 observance an annual oceurrence. Although not the first time war graves had been
decorated, Logan's order effectively established "Memorial Day" as the day upon which Americans now pay tribute

to all their war casualties, missing-in-action, and deceased veterans. As decades passed, similarly inspired
commemorations also spread across the South as "Confederate Memorial Day" or "Confederate Decoration Day",
usually in April, led by organizations of Southern soldiers in the parallel United Confederate Veterans.?!

In the 1880s, the Union veterans' organization revived under new leadership that provided a platform for renewed
growth, by advocating Federal pensions for veterans. As the organization revived, black veterans joined in

significant numbers and organized local posts. The national organization, however, failed to press the case for
similar pensions for black soldiers. Most black troops never received any pension or remuneration for wounds
incurred during their Civil War service.!]

The GAR was organized into "Departments™ at the state level and "Posts" at the community level, and military-style
uniforms were worn by its members. There were posts in every state in the U.S., and several posts overseas,®’

The pattern of establishing departments and Iocal posts was later used by other American military veterans'
organizations, such as the Veterans of Foreign Wars (organized originally for veterans of the Spanish—American
War and the Philippine Insurrection) and the later American Legion (for the First World War and later expanded to
include subsequent World War II, Korean, Vietnam and Mlddle Eastern wars).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Army_of the_Republic | 3/26/2019
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The G.A.R.'s political power grew during the latter part of the 19th century, and it helped elect several United States
presidents, beginning with the 18th, Ulysses S. Grant, and ending with the 25th, William McKinley. Five Civil War
veterans and members (Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, James A. Garfield, Benjamin Harrison, and McKinley) were
elected President of the United States; all were Republicans. (The sole post-war Democratic president was Grover
Cleveland, the 22nd and 24th chief executive.) For a time, candidates could not get Republican presidential or
congressional nominations without the endorsement of the GAR veterans voting bloc. _

With membership strictly limited to ‘“veterans of the late
unpleasantness," the GAR encouraged the formation of Allied Orders to
aid them in various works. Numerous male organizations jousted for the
backing of the GAR, and the political battles became quite severe until
the GAR finally endorsed the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War as
its heir.

Women members

Although an overwhelmingly male organization, the GAR is known to

have had at least two women who were members.
Reverse of the Grand Army of the
The first female known to be admitted to the GAR was Kady Brownell, Republic Badge.

who served in the Union Army with her husband Robert, a private in the

1st Rhode Island Infantry at the First Battle of Bull Run in Virginia and

with the 5th Rhode Island Infantry at the Battle of New Berne in North Carolina. Kady was admitted as a merber
in 1870 to Elias Howe Jr. Post #3, in Bridgeport, Connecticut. The GAR insignia is engraved on her gravestone in
the North Burial Ground in Providence, Rhode Island.™!

In 1897 the GAR admitted Sarah Emma Edmonds, who served in the 2nd Michigan Infantry as a disguised man
named Franklin Thompson from May 1861 until April 1863. In 1882, she collected affidavits from former comrades
in an effort to petition for a veteran's pension which she received in July 1884. Edmonds was only a member for a

brief period as she died September 5, 1898; however she was given a funeral with military honors when she was
reburied in Houston in 190118

It is possible that other women were members of the GAR as well.
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Later years

The GAR reached its largest enrollment in 1890, with 490,000 members. It held an annual "National
Encampment" every year from 1866 to 1949. At that final encampment in Indianapolis, Indiana, the few surviving
members voted to retain the existing officers in place until the organization's dissolution; Theodore Penland of
Oregon, the GAR's Commander at the time, was therefore its last. In 1956, after the death of the last member,
Albert Woolson, the GAR was formally dissolved.™

GAR parade during the 1914 Encampment in Detroit, Michigan

Memorials, honors and commemorations

There are physical memorials to the Grand Army of the Republic in
numerous communities throughout the United States.

U.S. Route 6 is known as the Grand Army of the Republic Highway for
its entire length.[%!

The Commemoration of the American Civil War on postage stamps
began during the conflict by both sides, In 1948, the Grand Army of the
Republic was commemorated on a stamp.”? In 1951, the U.S. Postal -
Service printed a virtually identical stamp for the final reunion of the The Stephenson Grand Army of the

United Confederate Veterans.'® Republic Memorial in Washington,
D.C
State posts
https://en.wikipedia.0rg/wikifGrand_Army_of_the_Republic 3/26/2019
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Every state (even those of the former Confederacy) fell within a GAR "Department,” and within these Departments
were the "Posts" (forerunners of modern American Legion Halls or VFW Halls). The posts were made up of local
veterans, many of whom participated in local civic events. As the posts were formed, they were assign to the home
Department of the National Commander-in-chief of the year that they were chartered, There was no GAR post in-
London, but there was a Civil War Veterans Association Group that had many GAR members belonging to it. '

As Civil War veterans died or were no longer able to participate in GAR activities, posts consolidated or were
disbanded.! Posts were assigned a sequential number based on their admission into the state's GAR organization,
and most posts held informal names which honored comrades, battles, or commanders; it was not uncommon to
have more than one post in a state honoring the same individual (such as Abraham Lincoln) and posts often
changed their informal designation by vote of the local membership. See:

v List of Grand Army of the Republic Posts in Kansas
= List of Grand Army of the Republic Posts in Kentucky

In popular culture

John Steinbeck's East of Eden features several references to the Grand
Army of the Republic. Despite having very little actual battle experience
during his brief military career, cut short by the loss of his leg, Adam
Trask's father Cyrus joins the GAR and assumes the stature of "a great
man" through his involvement with the organization. At the height of
the GAR's influence in Washington, he brags to his son:

A replica of the USS Kearsarge
displayed at the 1893 GAR National
Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana

I wonder if you know how much influence I really have, I
can throw the Grand Army at any candidate like a sock.
Even the President likes to know what I think about public
matters. I can get senators defeated and I can pick

appointments like apples. I can make men and I can
destroy men. Do you know that?

— Cyrus Trask (character), East of Eden

" Later in the book, references are made to the graves of GAR members in California in order to emphasize the
passage of time:**]

Sinclair Lewis also refers to the GAR in his acclaimed novel Main Street™ and in his novel It Can't Happen Here,
12} a5 does Charles Portis's classic novel, True Grit,"® the GAR is briefly mentioned in William Faulkner's novel,
The Sound and the Fury." and Willa Cather's short story The Sculptor's Funeral briefly references the GAR,[1

The GAR is mentioned in the seldom-sung second verse of the patriotic song You're a Grand Old Flag 1!

The GAR is referenced in John McCrae's poem He Is There! which was set to music in 1917 by Charles Ives as part
of his cycle Three Songs of the War.1 '
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In Ward Moore's 1953 alternate history novel Bring the Jubilee, the Confederates won the Civil War and became a
major world power while the rump United States was reduced to an impoverished dependence. The Grand Army of
the Republic is the name of a nationalistic organization working to restore the United States to its former glory

through acts of sabotage and terrorism.!®!

Notable commanders-in-chief

- Benjamin F. John Alexander Logan, Ambrose Bumnside, 1871 John Frederick

Stephenson, 1866 1868 Hartranit, 1877

Paul Vandervoort, 1882 John S. Kountz, 1884 John  Peter Shindel Wimon W. Blackmar,
Gobin, 1897 1904

See also

= Austin Conrad Shafer, California Department official, with Department commander (photo)
» Charles Sumner Post No. 25, Grand Army of the Republic

» Grand Army of the Republic Hall {disambiguation), list of halls across muitipie states

* G.A R. Memorial Junior/Senior High School, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

= Hamilton County Memorial Building, (Cincinnati, Ohio)

« Joel Minnick Longenecker

= List of Grand Amy of the Republic Commanders-in-Chief

= NMational Association of Army Nurses of the Civil War

= Russeli A. Aiger

» Sons of Confederate Veterans
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Rededication Cei’ebr&ﬁon of the
| J.W. Fiske
SOLDIERS MEMORIAL |
FOUNTAIN ¥
Restoration
August 17, 2001 - 5:30 p.m.

Ocean Park
Qak Bluffs

A, Brief History of the Monument

The Soldiers’ Memorial Fountain was erected in honor of Union Civil War veterans in

1891 by Charles Strahan, an “ex-Confederate” and publisher of the Martha's Vineyard
Herald, Its $2,000 cost was raised through the sale of subscriptions to his newspaper. It
was said in early accounts to be “modeled by one Elliotf® and was sold from the
catalogue of the J. W. Fiske and Co., 2 maker of garden and stable ornaments. The hase
was vast in York, Perinsylvania and asrived on the steamer Manhattan on July 21st. The
zinc figure came a few days later. It was ymveiled in August 1891, 110 years ago this
a ceremony that the Vineyard Gazette called “one of the most impressive of its -
kind aver held on the Vineyard.” The memotial was originally located at the bottom of

September, the statue toppled to the ground, an ‘event partly blamed on the stress of
relocation. The figure’s head, hand, and tifie broke off, and part of the torso was
crushed. Disposal of the statue was considered: but Benjamin Amaral, a local plumber,
was able to repair it in the family shop, and it was reattached to the pedestal The
current restoration was performed by Mark Rabinowitz of Conservation and Sculpture
Co. of Brooklyn, N. Y.
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“The Civil War memorial in
Oak Bluffs is a treasure. It

 deserves the support of every

one of us who loves the
Vineyard and who caves about
our country’ history. It is both
the most important statue on
the Island and one with a
story unlike any other.”

~ David G. McCullough

COMMITTEE

S¥Daiid Wﬂsoﬁ'
Chairman™

James N.C. Brown

Della Brown Hardman, PuD
William J. Nicholson
Richard J. Walton, Esq.

Soldiers’ Memorial Fountain
a non-profit corporation

Post Office Box 1003

Qak Bluffs, MA 02557
Phone/Fax (508) 693-8934.
email: db@massed.net -

Sincerely yours,

Soldiers’ Memorial Fountain

Pyeserving an Isiang Dreasure - -

Mrs. Jo Ann Murphy
American Legion Post 257

P. O.Box 257 ,
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568

September 4, 2001

Dear Jo Anr:

On behalf of all of us at The Soldiers’ Memorial Fountain Restoration,
thanks for your participation in the rededication ceremony. It was great to

~ have such a good turnout of Legion veterans in the middle of the busiest

summer Week!

Thanks again for ail your help.

Soldier
Oud

S. David Wilson

The Soldiers” Memorial Fountain
Restoration Committee.

cordially invites you to
the rededication of

| Thé Soldiers’ Memorial _'Fou-nﬁtain

-at 5:30 p.m. on August 17th
- Ocean Park
- -Oak Bluffs

"MARTHEA’S VINEYARD




