
INTRODUCT ION

A tax exempt ion is a d ischarge fro m th e
ob ligatio n to pa y all or a po rt ion o f a t ax.
Exe mp tio ns are con fe rred b y th e le gi sla ture on
p a r t i c u l a r  cate gories  of p erson s or  propert y.

Clau se 1 7D in Se ctio n 5 of C hapt er 59 provide
exe mptions to three categories of persons wh o
satisf y cert ain resid enc y an d whole estate or
asset requi rement s:

(1 ) Widows and w i d o w e r s , 
(2) Minor chil dren with on e p arent dece ase d and
(3) persons  70  ye ars  o f  a ge  or  o lder.

Persons 65 or older ma y, alternati vel y, qu alif y
for an exe mption un der   Cl ause   41C   whi ch
p rovid e   i ncre ase d ben efits bu t for wh ich t he
el igi bil it y req uirements are more  st rict.

Clause 17 was an earl y Le gislative response to
the need of t he ab ove cate go ri es of persons fo r
assistan ce with t h e i r  tax o bligatio ns.    It set o u t 
original eligibi lit y requi re ments for the
e xe mpti on. As prope rt y values rose, howe ver, it
became more di fficul t f o r  person s to sat isf y
th ese req uirements. Therefore , the Legislatur e
periodicall y made alternative exe mptions
(C la uses 1 7C, 17C1 /2 an d 17D) available for
cities or towns to accept by to wn   meetin g   or
c it y   council   vo te.       Each alt ern ative h as
di fferent elig ibi lit y req uire me nts.  If a cit y or
to wn  has  accepted  Clause  17C,  17C1/2  o r
17D, the Clause most recentl y accepted
establishes eli gib ili t y rul es. 

The To wn o f O a k  B l u f f  vot ed to accept Clause
17D along with options to adjust the benefit and
requirements to account for inflation.

EXEMPTION  AMOUNT
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This year the  exemption a mount  for  Clause 17D  
is $386.  The amount is adjusted annually with 
the cost of living index.

APPLICATIONS

Applications must be f iled annuall y with the 

Board of Assessors within 3 month s of the mailing 

of the “actual” tax bill.  Tax Bills are typically 

mailed on January 1 but it is a good idea to check. 

The assessors cannot act on late-filed applications

DOCUMENTATION

An applicant  for an exempti o n  mu st provide to  

the assessors  wh atever  in fo r mat ion  is reasona bl y

requi red  to  est abli sh e ligibi lit y.   This  

informatio n ma y in clud e,  bu t n ot  li mi ted  to :

1      Birth  Certificate

2      Evi dence  of do mici le  and  occu pan c y

3      Inco me  tax returns

ELIGIB IL ITY REQUIREMENTS

For  eli gi bili t y,  an  ind ividual  must  possess,  as of 

Jul y 1 of the tax  year,  the status  of either:

(1) a survi vin g spouse  or a  minor  wi th  a parent  

deceased who  o wn s and  occupies  the 

propert y as his do mi cile,   or

(2) A p erson 7 0 ye ars o r  over  wh om  has o wned 

and  occupied  the propert y as  his  domicile 

for a t   least  5  years  (under Clause  17D).

WHOLE  EST ATE
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A person’s wh ole  estate,  real  an d  perso nal, 

cannot  exceed  $76,847 excluding the  total  

value of the  subject  prope rt y,  not to e xceed 

three (3)  dwellin g un its,  an d an y u npai d  

mo rt g age  bal ance  on  th at prop ert y.   Fo r  a  

propert y co ntai nin g four (4)  or  more 

d well in g un its,  t he  valu e o f th at  porti on 

exceedin g three (3)  units must  be  included.

There are  no  limitations on annual  

income  fo r eli gib ili t y un der  Cl ause  17D.

OWNERSHIP

1)   Ownersh ip  ma y  b e  held  as  an  i ndi vid ual,

as  a jo int  o wner  or  as  a t enant  i n common.

2)    The  holder of a  life  estate  

satisfies  the o wnership  requi remen t.

3)    If the  do micil e is  hel d  in  a t ru st,  a 

person  can on l y sati s f y th e o wne rshi p 

i nterest  if h e:

a) Is a  trustee  or co-trustee,  and

b) Possesses a suff icient benef icial 

interest in the domicile through 

th at trust.  (Owner cannot be the 

beneficiary of a 2nd trust that is the 

beneficiary of the trust that owns 

the home.)
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FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION

CONTACT:

Town of Oak Bluffs

Assessing Department

56 School Street

PO Box 1327

Oak Bluffs, MA 02557

 508-693-3554

Ext. 150
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